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DENTISTS' FEES IN EARLY TIMES 
P/ Curt Proskauer has published a series of articles on 
"Dental Fees" in Tic (16:1-4 April; 4-7 May; 14-16 June; 
5-6 July 1957). The concluding installment will appear in the 
August issue. 


The editor from his notes offers some instances from the 
earlier periods to supplement Dr. Proskauer's. 


The earliest record of a fee for a specified operation found 
by Dr. Proskauer was Jan. 23, 1568 (p. 2 April). Rendell 
"4lliams (Oral Health 21:48 Jan. 1931) published an excerpt 
from Privy Purse Expenses of Princess Mary from Dec. , MDXXXVI 
to Dec. , MDXLIV (published by Frederick Madden in 1831). The 
entry, dated Nov. 1537, is: "Given to Nicholas Sympson, sent 
by the King's Highness to My Lady's Grace to draw her tooth, 
vi Angels....xiv s." The angel was 7 shillings 6 pence in 
contemporary coin. 


From "Fxtrait du memoire des pansements et medicaments faits 
et fournis par Antoine Gilles & la famille Petit de 1690 4 _ 
1700," Roger Goulard quotes this entry: "Pour avoir arrache 
une dent a Madame Petit.....15 sols." (Bulletin de la 

d'Histoire de la Médécine 24:13 Jan.-Feb. 
1930). 


An interesting statement on the fees of dentists and surgeons 
in the royal court of France during the latter eighteenth 
century is made by Jean Verdier in his Jurisprudence de la 
Medécine en France /c. 1773 #/ vol. 2, p. 99-100. In transla- 
tion it reads: "There are further in the Court some surgeons 
for the special professions of this art. One surgeon-dentist 
operator for the teeth, with title of valet-de-chambre; he has 
600 livres in salary and 600 livres recompense at the Royal _ 
Treasury, and 1095 livres_at the mint /? chambre aux deniers/ 
for his living Zordinaire/; he has charge of cleaning and filing 
Zcouper/ his teeth and of furnishing some root /for brushin 

and dentifrice when the king washes his mouth. Three surgeon 
bone-setters, each serving for four months, at 600 livres 
Salary; and a surgeon-operator for the stone; but the title 

and office have been abolished and suppressed by an edict of 
December 1773." 


Georges Degen (Semaine Dentaire 14:1178-1179 and 1180-1189 
Oct. 4, 1931) gives some documentary material on the fees of 
dentists in the second half of the eighteenth century. 


ae 


One of the courts gave a judgment (1761) in favor of the den- 
tist Chardon against the Sieur de Plessigny, as follows: 


"We order the defendant to pay to the plaintiff the sum of 96 
livres. 


"To wit: 90 for 30 visits to the residence of the defendant 
to clean his carious teeth as well as to Lady Cuart, and 6 
livres for attending the defendant by his order at the resi- 
dence of Lacon, his surgeon, for four hours consulting on the 
state of his health." 


The arbiter in a case between the dentist la Forgue and Mme. 
Rousset concerning a denture, decided that the defendant 
should pay 24 livres, half the sum charged by the dentist "for 
the gold he has furnished and his handiwork," inasmuch as she 
had not allowed la Forgue to complete his work for her. 


IDENTIFICATION OF DR. BUNN 
P/ In response to the request of Dr. John C. Forsyth (212 

West State Street, Trenton 8, New Jersey) for information 
on one Dr. Nathaniel Bunn (see Bulletin for June), Milton 
Asbell calls attention to the article by Harold L. Faggart 
(Outlook and Bul. South. D. Soc., N. J. 19:70-71 Sept. °2-83 
Oct. 1950). Excerpts from an autobiographical address by Dr. 
C. A. Kingsbury quoted in this article shed some light on Dr. 
Bunn's identity. 


"In the spring of 1838, I visited Trenton, New Jersey, for 
the purpose of teaching another year before entering college. 
Among the first acquaintances I formed in that city was the 
late Dr. Nathaniel Bunn, one of the only two dentists in the 
gg er that time.....l became a student of dentistry with 

Bunnecec. 


"At the close of my first year's study with Dr. Bunn in 1839, 
I found that in my further preparation for dental practice it 
would be necessary for me to obtain practical instruction in 
working gold, constructing artificial dentures, and some 
other points in regard to which I felt the need of more light. 


"After repeated efforts and failures I finally succeeded in 
obtaining a position with a gentleman who had a large prac- 
tice in mechanical dentistry, and who had the reputation of 
great success." 


Dr. Kingsbury's address was published in the Odontographic 
Journal (12:20-23 1891) at the time he delivered it ata 
banquet. 


Dr. Asbell will do further slevthing in this case. 
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